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MISSOULA—
University of Montana wrestler Scott Morton used to rely mostly on strength 
when he took to the mat. This season Morton has learned more about technique, 
although he still displays raw strength when he needs to.
The senior co-captain from Spokane, Wash., will get a chance to prove his 
skills March 13-15, when he competes in the NCAA Wrestling Championships, hosted 
by Oregon State in Corvallis, Ore.
Morton was instrumental in the Grizzlies' recent second-place finish in the 
Big Sky Conference -- the team's best finish ever. He placed first in the 190-pound 
class, and was impressive in the manner in which he won the title.
He defeated Weber State' s 190-pounder in the semis by aconvincing margin. The 
Weber State wrestler had won the title the previous two seasons. Morton also proved 
he can wrestle with the best, defeating one of the top-rated grapplers (from Colorado 
State) in the nation earlier this year.
"Scott has been a workhorse," said first-year coach Jerry Hicks. "He has been 
in the lineup every day. He is a very strong, physical kid, and he has really 
improved on his wrestling ability."
Also a standout linebacker for the Grizzlies, Morton is one of a few UM players 
who has lettered four times in football. He started since his sophomore season, and 
was one of the team's top tacklers during his career. He won al1-conference 
recognition as a junior and senior in 1978.
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"As captain of the team (along with 142-pounder Brad Benn from Olympia, Wash.)* 
with our season, my season, and the help of our two coaches, I couldn't have asked 
for a better year," Morton said. "The NCAAs are something I'm really looking forward 
to. I'm looking forward to the competition."
"I feel like if I could have wrestled better caliber opponents during the 
season on a more regular basis I would probably be better prepared for the nationals. 
I wish I could be a little better wrestler as far as technique, but I'll be ready 
when the whistle blows next weekend. I knew I'd end the season at the NCAAs."
As a prep at Shadle Park High School in Spokane, Morton was fifth in the "AAA" 
meet as a junior, and won the 178-pound class his senior year.
The 23-year-old history/political science/education major said he hopes to 
travel after graduating this spring.
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